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CITY OF SCAPPOOSE 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 16, 2009 
AT 7:00 P.M. 

SCAPPOOSE, OREGON 
 
Call to Order 
 
Mayor Burge called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Flag Salute 
 
Roll Call 

 
The meeting of the City of Scappoose City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers; 33568 East Columbia Avenue; Scappoose, Oregon with the following present: 
 
City Council Members:   Staff:     
Scott Burge  Mayor   Jon Hanken  City Manager  
Donna Gedlich Councilor  Doug Greisen  Police Chief 
Larry P. Meres Councilor       Brian Varricchione City Planner/P.E. 
Art Heerwagen Councilor  Susan Reeves  City Recorder 
Jeff Erickson  Councilor  

 Press:  
      None  
 
Excused: Council President Bernhard and Councilor Ingham 
Also present: Craig Frasier (City Charter Review Committee member) 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Mayor Burge removed agenda item 7.0 Columbia County Leadership Project Idea. 
 
Councilor Gedlich moved and Councilor Meres seconded the motion to approve the agenda as 
amended. Motion passed (5-0). Mayor Burge, aye; Councilor Gedlich, aye; Councilor Meres, 
aye; Councilor Heerwagen, aye; and Councilor Erickson, aye. 
 
Public Comments 
None 
 
Approval of Consent Agenda 
 
February 17, 2009 City Council Meeting minutes & March 2, 2009 City Council Workshop 
minutes 
 
Councilor Gedlich moved and Councilor Erickson seconded the motion to approve the February 
17, 2009 City Council Meeting minutes and March 2, 2009 Workshop minutes. Motion passed 
(5-0). Mayor Burge, aye; Councilor Gedlich, aye; Councilor Meres, aye; Councilor Heerwagen, 
aye; and Councilor Erickson, aye. 
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Scappoose Watershed Council Presentation 

City Manager Hanken explained the City of Scappoose has been working with the Scappoose 
Bay Watershed Council well before he came to the City in 2000. He explained the City has done 
projects with them and there are some other projects that we have on the list in the future as 
funding moves forward. He explained one of the things that he wanted to do is bring Janelle  
St. Pierre here to talk about some of their findings as a result of a recent study of the stream and 
hopefully some of the things that we will probably be looking hopefully in the near future for 
projects.   
 
Janelle St. Pierre, Scappoose Bay Watershed Council Coordinator, gave a handout to Council 
(see below). She thanked City Council for their time. She explained they have had a lot of 
property owners and the City come to them a couple of years ago with concerns about the 
condition of South Scappoose Creek through town, that the banks are eroding pretty 
substantially. She explained there are something’s that property owners are concerned during 
flooding and high water events. She explained it was a big enough area where they felt for them 
in order to even consider projects they needed to do a study to understand what is happening to 
the creek, the dynamics of the creek and what are some of the potential places where they would 
want to do some work. She explained they work with John Dvorsky with Swanson Hydrology & 
Geomorphology and they contracted with them to work with them to conduct this survey of 
about 5 miles from Raymond Creek to West Lane Road.  
 
Janelle St. Pierre and John Dvorsky, Senior Associate with Swanson Hydrology & 
Geomorphology went over the power point.  
 
Janelle St. Pierre explained they have had a couple of series of discussion with the community 
and identified where resource agencies and local residents are most concerned.  
 
Councilor Gedlich asked regarding the public access issues is there any real lands that are 
publicly owned? Janelle St. Pierre replied the City owns about 7 parcels. She explained they are 
looking at the Scappoose Veterans Park to see if there are ways to make that a more desirable 
and more attractive place. 
 
John Dvorsky explained one of the main things they are looking at is how the creek has changed 
between 1940 and the present.  
 
John Dvorsky explained they had some initial conversations with City Planner Brian 
Varricchione about the potential of doing a project in the park and at the time the park wasn’t 
developed. He showed the concept that they have come up with.  
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Here is the hand out from Janelle St. Pierre: 

 
 
 
 



  City Council Minutes March 16, 2009 4 

 
 

 
 
 
 



  City Council Minutes March 16, 2009 5 

 
 

 
 
 
 



  City Council Minutes March 16, 2009 6 

 
 

 
 
 
 



  City Council Minutes March 16, 2009 7 

 
 

 
 
 
 



  City Council Minutes March 16, 2009 8 

 
 

 
 
 
 



  City Council Minutes March 16, 2009 9 

 
 

 
 
 
 



  City Council Minutes March 16, 2009 10 

 
 

 
 
 
 



  City Council Minutes March 16, 2009 11 

 
 
 

 
 
 



  City Council Minutes March 16, 2009 12 

 

 
Janelle St. Pierre explained to Council she is interested in pursuing grant opportunities if this is 
interesting to Council and they want her to look at proceeding in finding funding to do this work. 
She explained she actually has to do something by the end of the week if Council wants her to 
proceed.   
 
Councilor Gedlich moved and Councilor Erickson seconded the motion that the Scappoose City 
Council authorize the Scappoose Watershed Council to work on the restoration planning project 
along the City owned property at Veterans Park area. Motion passed (5-0). Mayor Burge, aye; 
Councilor Gedlich, aye; Councilor Meres, aye; Councilor Heerwagen, aye; and Councilor 
Erickson, aye. 
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New Business 

Ordinance No. 804: An Ordinance Adopting Parking Regulations and Penalties for 
Violations thereof, and Adding A New Section 11.04.175 and Amending Sections 11.04.270, 
11.04.280 and 11.04.290 of the Scappoose Municipal Code 
 
Chief Greisen went over the staff report.  
 
City Manager Hanken replied currently we are at a $128.00 and that is not reasonable. He thinks 
the $25.00 is a more reasonable amount.  
 
Mayor Burge opened the public hearing at 7:53 p.m. No one wanted to speak on this issue. 
Mayor Burge closed the public hearing at 7:53 p.m. 
 
Councilor Gedlich asked why does someone have 14 days to pay a $25.00 fine. She doesn’t 
really like the 14 days, if they can’t pay the day they are in court they are never going to pay it.  
 
City Manager Hanken replied Council needs to leave room for the Judge to have discretion. He 
stated he feels we have an obligation to let due process work through and that is a parameter for 
the Judge to work with.  
 
Councilor Meres feels 5 days is too short of a time frame. Councilor Heerwagen wants to cut a 
little bit of slack and allow more than 5 days. Councilor Gedlich would like to make it 30 days.  
 
Mayor Burge asked if it can be written like the City of Portland within 30 days they can go in 
and see the Judge or they have to pay their ticket within 30 days or it doubles.  
 
Councilor Gedlich asked shouldn’t the language for money be in a resolution rather than in an 
ordinance because then if we want to change it than we wouldn’t have to go back and the 
ordinance. She would like to put the fee in the ordinance and then we can always take the fines 
out of the ordinance and put it with the rest of the fees at a later date.  
 

 

Councilor Gedlich moved and Councilor Heerwagen seconded the motion to adopt Ordinance 
804, with amendments of allowing up to 30 days to pay the parking violation and or see the 
Judge, if not then after 30 days the fine doubles and remove the amount of the fine from the 
ordinance and have it set by resolution of the City Council. 

Mayor Burge read the title for the first time.  
 
Resolution No. 09-02: Resolution Supporting the City’s Application for a Transportation 
and Growth Management Grant Management Grant to Develop Design concepts for the 
Highway 30 Sidewalk Replacement 
 
City Planner Brian Varricchione went over the staff report.  
 
Councilor Gedlich asked if a letter of support from the Mayor will help. City Planner Brian 
Varricchione replied the resolution will be sufficient because it shows the support of the whole 
Council.  
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Councilor Heerwagen moved and Councilor Erickson seconded the motion to approve 
Resolution No. 09-02: Resolution Supporting the City’s Application for a Transportation and 
Growth Management Grant Management Grant to Develop Design concepts for the Highway 30 
Sidewalk Replacement. Motion passed (5-0). Mayor Burge, aye; Councilor Gedlich, aye; 
Councilor Meres, aye; Councilor Heerwagen, aye; and Councilor Erickson, aye. 
 
Federal Stimulus Update
 

  

City Manager Hanken gave an update on the Federal Stimulus. He explained he had the 
opportunity to give a presentation to the Oregon Transportation Commission on March 11, 2009 
and every presenter had 3 minutes to present their projects. He was the 66 presenter and was no 
where near the end. He explained it is his understanding that the Oregon Transportation 
Commission will meet again on Wednesday to decide what projects they are going to 
recommend for funding. He explained he was one a phone conference this morning with ODOT 
related to the Federal Stimulus and they were saying they don’t believe a lot of the projects are 
shovel ready or would be able to go out to bid by June 17. He explained anything that isn’t 
allocated, he believes by December 2009, gets pulled and reallocated to other States. He 
explained he has done everything in his power to talk with ODOT and the railroad to make sure 
we can meet the time frames and move this project forward. He explained he was very happy 
when he was in Salem because the Vice President of the Portland Western came up to him and 
said he willing to sit down at the table with him and tell The Oregon Transportation Commission 
that if they get the City of Scappoose the money they requested the railroad can begin their 
portion tomorrow and that opened a lot of eyes. He explained he has been leaning on our elected 
officials to move this forward, to convince Oregon Transportation Commission that this is a 
project that needs to be done that will create jobs.   
 
City Manager Hanken explained the City of Scappoose is anticipated to receive, in terms of 
direct stimulus allocations, a little of $65,000.00 to do projects. He explained one of the things 
they will be working is to identify the projects to use those dollars. He explained you get 
projects, you do them, and then you get reimbursed. He explained if you don’t do projects you 
lose the money.  
 
Announcements 
 
Mayor Burge went over the calendar.  
 
City Manager Hanken 
 
City Manager Hanken explained the Dutch Canyon Water Line project is currently being 
reviewed by the State. He explained he expects once they get their comments back the bids 
should go out 30 days after the final adjustments are made.  
 
City Manager Hanken explained he has been talking to Chad at the City of St. Helens and as they 
are both looking at their budgets one of things they are talking about sharing prosecution 
services. He explained currently we contract that out. He explained looking at the figures that 
Chad is talking about related to our cost he feels he could save the City approximately a little 
over $2,000.00 a month. The City of St. Helens has a full time person and they are not really sure 
it is full time work. If this works he will bring to Council for approval. He is looking at trying to 
cut our cost any way we can.  
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City Manager Hanken talked about being out of the office on Thursday. He explained The 
University of Northern Iowa made the NCWA play offs and they are playing in Portland and he 
will be there.  
 
Police Chief Greisen 
 
Police Chief Greisen explained last Saturday the Police Department spent 10 hours at the High 
School for “active school shooting training”.  
 
Police Chief Greisen explained Susan Sullivan has been with the City for approximately 7 ½ 
years and tomorrow is her last day. He stated we wish her lots of luck. She has done a lot for the 
City and we will miss her.  
 
Councilors 
 
Councilor Gedlich thanked staff for their staff report. She wants Jon to have a good time on 
Thursday. 
 
Councilor Erickson thanked Chief Greisen for the excellent job with the Police Department. He 
explained one of the police officers stopped by the laundry mat and he found that quite nice. 
 
Councilor Heerwagen explained it is nice to see the two students out in the audience who stayed 
the whole time.  
 
Adjournment  
 
Mayor Burge adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 

 
 

City of Scappoose, Oregon 
   

                      
         ______________________ 
         Scott Burge, Mayor   
 
Attest: ____________________________ 

Susan M Reeves, CMC  
City Recorder 
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